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     The Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) defines “visual impairment
including blindness as an impairment in vision
that, even with correction, adversely affects a
child’s educational performance. The term
includes both partial sight and blindness."
     Vision impairments are very common for
individuals at all ages including children. There
are many different causes of visual impairment
and thus, the degree of impairment a child may
experience can range from mild to severe. 

The particular eye condition a child
has;
What aspect of the visual system is
affected; and
How much correction is possible
through glasses, contact lenses,
medicine and/or surgery

“Mmmm. Do you smell dinner?” appeals
to the student’s sense of smell.
“Listen to that bird singing outside”
calls to the student’s hearing.

     The degree of impairment will depend on
the following criterion:

 Sensory learning is an effective method for
students with visual impairments to acquire
information. Touch through hands as well
as the other senses of smell, touch, taste
and hearing are information-gathering tools
for students with visual impairments.
Examples of how to support students with
visual impairments:



I E P  F O C U S
A S S I S T I V E  T E C H N O L O G Y

Assistive technology is defined as "any item, piece of equipment, or product

system whether acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized,

that is used to increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities of

individuals with disabilities"

As a result of the broad definition, the potential range of assistive technologies

is large. Thus, “high tech” and “low tech” devices are included under this

category

Assistive technology can be listed as a related service or as  program

modifications/accommodations on a student’s IEP

Examples of
Low Tech

P E N C I L  G R I P S
R A I S E D  L I N E D  P A P E R
W E I G H T E D  P E N C I L S
T A C T I L E  L E T T E R S
V I S U A L  S C H E D U L E S
G R A P H I C  O R G A N I Z E R S

Examples of
High Tech

S P E E C H  R E C O G N I T I O N
S O F T W A R E
T E X T - T O - S P E E C H  ( T T S )
T O U C H  S C R E E N
D E V I C E S  ( T A B L E T S )
 A A C  D E V I C E



Elementary Special Edcuation

Our elementary special education teaching staff is

composed of 39 educators. They provide services to

approximately 267 students across our five elementary

buildings as well as our nonpublic schools in grades

Kindergarten through sixth.  They provide the continuum of

services, ranging from our co-teaching classrooms to our

more specialized educational programs. They spend

countless hours collaborating with colleagues and support

staff in order to meet the holistic needs of each individual

student. Their hard work and dedication to their students is

commendable! 
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